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In 2020, one news that shook the world was the murder of an Afro-American
named George Floyd by Minneapolis police officers. This study focuses on
the media coverage of George Floyd’s murder case by two news outlets,
CNN and Aljazeera. We used a Corpus-assisted Critical Discourse Analysis
(CACDA) technique to compare how each news outlet portrayed the social
actors involved in the incident and to identify if any social actors were
excluded from the reporting, eventually revealing which side each media
was inclined to. The analysis was based on Theo Van Leeuwen’s theory
and utilized the Antconc application. The data used in this study consists
of ten news articles, five from CNN and Aljazeera, published between May
and July 2020. A literature study was conducted to collect the data. The
Antconc corpus-processing application was then used to process the large
amount of data collected, enabling quick, extensive, and comprehensive
analysis. We uploaded all ten articles to the Antconc application and used
the frequency feature to identify the five most used words in the ten news
articles. The top five words were further analyzed using van Leeuwen’s
critical discourse analysis, excluding irrelevant particles. The result shows
that CNN aligned with the police and Aljazeera aligned with Floyd. By the
ideological stances of CNN and Aljazeera, readers can become more aware
of potential biases in news articles concerning George Floyd’s murder.

I. INTRODUCTION

The mass media plays a critical role in the

This study centers on George Floyd’s murder
news in 2020. The killing of George Floyd by a
police officer sparked global protests and increased

public sphere (Kurniadi, 2017), especially during
times of crisis when people turn to it for information
and comfort (Lupton & Lewis, 2021). However,
it is crucial to note that media biases exist. News
outlets play a significant role in shaping public
opinion by setting the information agenda and
emphasizing certain topics (Mutz, 1997; Rodrigo-
Ginés et al., 2024). They adhere to specific writing
protocols, such as the inverted pyramid structure,
to convey information and influence public
perception (Grunwald, 2005). These protocols can
impact readers’ overall impressions of news events
(Fry, 1984). To avoid manipulation, readers need
to analyze news critically (Jongepier & Klenk,
2022). One effective way to analyze news critically
is through Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
(Perangin-angin et al., 2023).
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interest in racism, as evidenced by a surge in
internet searches for the term. The Black Lives
Matter movement, which advocates for nonviolent
civil disobedience against police brutality, gained
momentum as a result (Isaacs et. al, 2020; Barrie
2020). The public’s response to the incident
was polarized, with support for defunding the
police being influenced by political views, group
identification, and perceptions of systemic racism
(Jackson, 2023).

This murder case received extensive media
coverage with different perspectives, each media
presenting the social actors and events differently
(Canevez et al., 2022). Three CDA studies have
been conducted on this topic, each using a different
approach. Zhou and Qin analyzed five New
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York Times articles using Fairclough’s theory
and Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar
theory, revealing the newspaper’s ideological
solid influence on its news editorial (Zhou &
Qin, 2020). Ahmed (2021) compared five articles
from European, Middle Eastern, and American
news portals using Halliday’s Transitivity theory,
revealing how the different ideologies of the three
news media from different continents affected
their alignments (Ahmed, 2021). Lastly, the
study by Jabeen and Akhtar analyzed tweets from
Donald Trump’s Twitter account using Van Dijk’s
CDA theory and found a correlation between his
responses and racial prejudice against the black
community (Jabeen & Akhtar, 2023).

While three articles have examined this
topic, this study implements a different method.
We combine the corpus linguistics method using
the Antconc application and Theo van Leeuwen’s
CDA method (Leeuwen, 2008). The three
previous studies have produced favorable findings.
However, these studies have a gap: the lack of
corpus utilization. Implementing corpus linguistic
methods utilizing the Antconc can aid in large data
processing, enhancing and confirming the CDA
(Zih et al., 2022). Using frequency, collocation,
and concordance features in Antconc will allow for
a more statistically accurate data selection than a
random selection—previous studies’ lack of corpus
utilization led to weak analysis outcomes. Our
paper aims to fill this gap using the Corpus-Assisted
Critical Discourse Analysis (CACDA) approach. To
make a clear comparison, we will analyze ten news
articles from media outlets with distinct ideologies:
Britain’s CNN and Qatar’s Aljazeera. Given that the
case involves various cultural and social aspects,
the theoretical framework that best fits these
aspects, Theo van Leeuwen’s CDA theory, will be
utilized. Examining the frequency of social actors
mentioned in each media discourse, identifying
the collocations that frequently appear with these
social actors, and studying the concordances that
list their occurrences in sentences will provide
more grounded and statistically reliable insights to
determine where CNN and Aljazeera stand on the
murder case.

Theo Van Leeuwen’s paradigm focuses
on social actors and their attributes in words.
The theory sheds light on how social actors are
portrayed by analyzing factors such as the contrast
between existing social actors, the concreteness or
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abstractness, the independence or linkage of social
actors to their culture, religion, physique, behavior,
and community, and the diction used by the media.
These strategies help us understand where the
media stand (Ahlstrand, 2021).

Therefore, the focus of this research is to
investigate whether CNN and Aljazeera excluded
any social actors and how both media portrayed
each social actor in the context of Floyd’s murder.
The answers to these questions will help determine
where CNN and Aljazeera stand in this murder
case. Knowing where the media stands is essential
to help readers understand what happened without
biased opinions. Using the CACDA approach, this
research will give readers a clear stance of both
news media, unveiling an unbiased picture of the
situation.

II. METHODS

This study employed the Corpus-Assisted
Critical Discourse Analysis (CACDA) method to
investigate the research questions. We conducted
a literature study to gather data on the murder of
George Floyd. To ensure a comprehensive analysis
of the discourse on the topic, we limited the data
to ten news articles, five from CNN and Aljazeera,
published between May and July 2020. This
limitation allowed a more in-depth analysis of each
article and its use of language. We chose CNN and
Aljazeera as news sources because they represent
countries with distinct ideologies, making it
interesting to compare how both media present the
same issue. The five articles were selected based on
their publication date and news content.
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Fig. 1 AntConc processed data showing words frequency
in both news portals
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First, we uploaded all ten articles in plain text
format to the Antconc application. Second, we used
the frequency feature to identify the five most used
words in the discourses.

Excluding the irrelevant particles, figure 1
shows that the top five relevant words in the ten
articles are 2% (Floyd), zoss (George), 4
(police), < (Trump), and <Y (American).
Based on these results, the key players in this
case are George Floyd, the police, and President
Trump. Third, we utilized the Key Word in Context
(KWIC) feature for each of the top five words to
understand how these words were typically used
in the discourses. Fourth, we extracted a complete
sentence from the KWIC to analyze it further and
classified the KWICs obtained from each top word
into Floyd, police, and Trump representation.
Finally, we analyzed the classified data in depth
using Van Leeuwen’s CDA theory to shed light on
how social actors are portrayed by analyzing factors
such as the contrast between existing social actors,
the concreteness or abstractness, the independence
or linkage of social actors to their culture, religion,
physique, behavior, and community, and their
diction. These strategies helped us understand
where the media stand.

II. RESULTS
Token comparison of the two media

Figure 2 shows that Aljazeera’s five news
articles had almost twice as many tokens (number
of words) as CNN’s five articles. Aljazeera had
2346 words, while CNN had 1291. Aljazeera also
used more unique words, with 1239 types compared
to CNN’s 683.
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Fig. 2 Types and tokens of each media’s data
George Floyd’s representation on CNN

None of the 15 data representing Floyd in
CNN used the exclusion process. Table 1 indicates
that five inclusive methods were used to describe
him: indifference, objectivation, categorization,
nomination, and association. To clarify further, we
provided one example of each method.

Association
6.7%

Nomination
6.7%

Indifference
26.7%

Categorization
40%
‘Objectivation
20%

Fig. 3 Percentage of George Floyd’s inclusivity in 5§ CNN
articles

According to Figure 3, CNN predominantly
employed the categorization method (40%) to
display George Floyd. The indifference method
was the second most commonly used (26.7%),
followed by objectivation (20%). In addition,
CNN occasionally resorted to the nomination and
association method, with a frequency of 6.7%.

Table 1. Van Leeuwen’s CDA results on Floyd’s inclusivity in CNN news

Social Actor
Data News Translation Representation
Inclusion
pall Janam g Q) (42 ya (e Sy S 2668 Floyd suffered from heart disease and chronic blood .
4) * o Indifference
a4l pressure.
) 2518 005 ¢ gl 138 Cpaa (e i ° JYA s Within 5 minutes of this time, Floyd repeated the Obicctivation
B0 1) gaddtill kil Wiy 3 e phrase “I can’t breathe” about 16 times. )
N Y dia & Al Cuy jleal i .
@) 62 ) S 3a > T il The results of the autops.y pf the black American, Categorization
x5 = n George Floyd, were conflicting. ..
d Omuid Axalia & bl pasdll i B Floyd’s cause and manner of death remain pending
) Adlak J) 3 Y sl gl A8 yha g 3 6ld s o) «w and are being investigated by local, state and federal Nomination
Ol Alas) el 8 e Lead (3830 Sy law enforcement, the Hennepin County Medical
Al a5 40 N s 4daall Examiner’s Office said in a statement.
. . N “I strongly believe that these developments are in
Ulaall s & )y shaill 038 o 5 sy iic | gy P
3) glha A skl ota ol el the best interest of justice for Mr. Floyd, his family, Association

.“uﬂjdjumﬁygﬁhb}.\g}ﬁw

our community, and our state,”
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Table 2. Van Leeuwen’s CDA results on Floyd’s inclusivity in Aljazeera news

Social Actor
Data News Translation Representation
Inclusion
(%) Nl agle il o;elaja;ﬂ\ ill Laxisd ' When the police officers first arrested him, Floyd
¢ida 88 Jlams (8o gmmy Yl w5l oelu 5 begged them not to put him in the police car, and Differentiation
Sle¥) (e B 58 (ga ey adl a8yl s told them that he suffered from fear of closed
oA s Als (405 48lll gpaces and was in poor physical condition. ..
%) sl g 3R Y) 5l clalS ilS5 - Floyd’s last words were, “They’re going to kill Indiff
ol o kil ¥ 658 Cosu me.” They will kill me. I cannot breathe”. nditterence
(5) Y 43) JB 5l e 0 sya sl ekl New evidence showed that George Floyd said Obiectivation
50 0 Y e JS) il aobaien  that he could not breathe more than 20 times. .. )
Aljazeera Jite e Calyi) Gl SlalaiaYI G5l to stop the protests that broke out following
4) Jaria () 2ag 36l 6] peud) 3,540 ciabia  the killing of the black-skinned Floyd, after a Catecorization
b Jie) A a8 yhaid ;) Jde policeman pressed his neck with his knee during &
.ol sl 43 an arrest in the city of Minneapolis.
Aljazeera o il Jajlia daeal) ccllaludl el On Friday, the authorities arrested police officer
3) 44 p ol M) (Lle ££) cpdsdiclh v Derek Chauvin (44 years old), who knelt on the
g o(lale TE) 25l - ) a 31 e neck of George Floyd (46 years old), on charges  Determination
o denll e Jil) 5 AN As Al (e JBI - of third-degree murder and manslaughter in
Laliss &als Floyd’s death. ..
(1) iﬂcﬂﬂi Aagh A b HlesY) 4—\=)-‘u53 But the indictment failed to calm the black o
o Syl Jie Bals cale) ol 22y community after the killing of Floyd reopened Assimilation
s a8l gl alasil 5 4 yaiall - the wounds of racism and inequality.
Association

George Floyd’s representation on Aljazeera

The CDA results showed that none of the
16 data representing Floyd in Aljazeera used the
exclusion process. Table 2 shows that in Aljazeera
texts, Floyd was described using seven methods:
differentiation, indifference, objectivation,
categorization, determination, assimilation, and
association. To illustrate each technique, we have
provided an example of each in the table.

Differentiation
n.8%

Association
n.8%

Assimilation

5.9%
Indifference

n.8%
Determination
5.9%

Objectivation
n.8%

Categorization
41.2%

Fig. 4 Percentage of George Floyd’s inclusivity in 5
Aljazeera articles

Based on Figure 4, Aljazeera primarily used
categorization in 41,2% of cases. The second most
used methods included association, differentiation,
indifference, and objectivation, each with a usage
rate of 11.8%. Assimilation and determination were
rarely used, making up only 5.9% of total usage.
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The Police’s representation on CNN

In 5 CNN discourses, 18 data represented
the police officers involved in this murder: Derek
Chauvin, Thomas Lane, Tou Thao, and J Alexander
Kueng. The results obtained are as follows:

Exclusion
22.2%

Inclusion
77.8%

Fig. 5 The Police’s representation strategies used by CNN

Figure 5 displays that out of the 18 data
representing the police officers, the perpetrators
were presented inclusively 77.8% of the time.
However, in the remaining 22.2%, CNN excluded
these actors.

Four out of the 18 data underwent exclusion.
CNN utilized only nominalization to depict police
officers, as presented in Table 3. The remaining data
consisted of inclusive representations, as illustrated
in Table 4.
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Table 3. Van Leeuwen’s CDA results on the police’s omission from CNN Articles

Social Actor
Data News Translation Omission
Exclusion
o aalill (A of LuSaul) cawwy cile il that he died due to asphyxia, or suffocation,
(1) wooelall s A8l e Jaaaall Sl il caused by continued pressure on the neck and ~ Nominalization
back...
Table 4. Van Leeuwen’s CDA results on the police’s inclusivity in CNN news
Social Actor
Data News Translation Representation
Inclusion
(2) @A e JiSY alie e 43S 4na 2 L after he put his knee on his neck for more than
Sdtl) aadail ¥ dpaall LA 235 8 minutes, during which the victim chanted the Differentiation
phrase “I can’t breathe.”
(5) O Ot G siliise 3da 333 ))) &yl S The Minneapolis Police Department also released Obiectivation
2V e ) sh A& two transcripts of the 911 call... )
(1) “oJ&) | ol lay a1 g 0 5l3  “They killed him and did not try to save him.” Abstraction
(3)  Jie dia dlal g claladial 4 el (2 2855 American cities have been witnessing continuous Co
N ; & ; . . Assimilation
ool eyl - ea 3 5ud) S e Y) protests since the murder of black American
oonlsliie 8 o ol @by George Floyd by policeman Derek Chauvin. .. Determination
(D) Y Al (e Jidl dagiana 58 ) lea WS He also called for a first-degree murder charge
Ao il anity (galiall Jadall ¢y g by v M against Derek Chauvin, the former officer with the S
A€ ) g o) (Ui punine &Y o (ud sl Minneapolis Police Department, Minnesota, who ~ Individualization
38y auii e i Wl i dd ) e knelt on Floyd’s neck for nearly nine minutes, as a
Jual il Jiliss e ) pdte b Helal Lawes video posted on social media showed.
(s iayl Identification
3) any i 43l (g U gestine 8 alall (W) )35 The Minnesota Attorney General warned that
zos> Uy 8 ) giall day Y1 Lbuall uledl  even after the four officers involved in George Indetermination
«usk8 Floyd’s death were charged...
CNN  ebaa il L34Sy 55 of ) g sed) L35 Ellison noted that his co-defendant, Hennepin
3) Al ceaall g ey sd bl ania Aaklis  County Attorney Mike Freeman, is the only Association

Ll slialia et (oAl) (U suine (s )

prosecutor in Minnesota to have successfully

() Aagy o y5

prosecuted a police officer for murder.

Table 4 displays the nine methods CNN used
to present the police inclusively: differentiation,
objectivation, abstraction, assimilation,
determination, individualization, identification,
indetermination, and association. We provided
examples for each technique.

Identification
5% Differentiation
Individualization 15%

10%

Abstraction
5%

Association
15%

Objectivation
5%

Indetermination

Assimilation 20%

15%

Determination
10%

Fig. 6 Percentage of the Police’s Inclusivity in CNN
Discourses

CNN wused various methods to present
the police officers inclusively, as illustrated in
Figure 6. The most common approach was 20%
indetermination, followed by 15% differentiation,
assimilation, and association. Determination and
individualization ranked third with 10%, while
abstraction, objectivation, and identification were
the least used methods at 5%.

The Police’s representation on Aljazeera

In Table 5 Aljazeera discourses, 38 data
represented the police officers involved in this
murder. Figure 7 indicates that Aljazeera included
the police officers in 73.7% of 38 data points
while excluding them in the remaining 26.3%.
The exclusion process was applied to 10 out of 38
data. Based on Table 5, Aljazeera used only one
type of exclusion: nominalization. In the remaining
28 data, Aljazeera presented the police officers
inclusively, as can be seen from Table 6.
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Table 5. Van Leeuwen’s CDA results on the police’s exclusivity in Aljazeera news

Social Actor Omission

Data News Translation -
Exclusion
5) zoss SllS JAT (i ana Jisadi A new recording reveals George Floyd’s Nominalization
4ildy Jié 28 Jast words before his death
Table 6. Van Leeuwen’s CDA results on the police’s inclusivity in Aljazeera news
Social Actor
Data News Translation Representation
Inclusion
%) il aadaind W7 2y 5l 23 calliie | 5 58 Jisks Throughout his arrest, Floyd repeated, “I can’t Differentiation
pas b8l plaws (Sass 30+ Y e S) breathe” more than 20 times. The two policemen
Sl oS Al aig iy 5 “eld P abe sl can be heard telling him to “relax” and telling
“bws him that he was “doing good.”
(1) Dsagall Ugaina (& Gihasll (aal) X8 J&5  The commander of the Minnesota National Indifference
all pih man Y ) oSla ) i 52 s Guard, Major General John Jensen, said that
2ol el 43 13005, ) 5d sais  the state governor allowed the deployment of
a thousand soldiers to support the police in
controlling the situation.
3) Lpday 35l o (gl call 84k 8l iS5 Police arrested Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota,  Objectivation
A8 )5 axdy A oLt (U sasine 4Y 50 Gl siliie  on suspicion of paying a counterfeit $20 bill.
OV 50 oY A28 e Ay e Al
(D) Baad 4y g L Jf 4a jhay Jha yd a8 Laaey . after a policeman threw him to the ground and Abstraction
.8 pinned him down for several minutes. ..
()  obesilensd ) ada 8L Aalill sl ¢S But the police recordings that Thomas Lane, one Identification
sl ey laslay A cplaygiall aal 8 50l of those involved in Floyd’s death, submitted to
.UswidW s the Minnesota state court. ..
€)) Lol (M daall ye Ji8l) Aagh 4pa 53 ca8dy ol The accusation of manslaughter against the Indetermination
Bl A bl sl 4 4sisiall - suspected policeman did not alleviate the
overwhelming anger in the country
3) &l 0 dda yill bl dRaasll ccilbalidl el 5 On Friday, the authorities arrested police officer Determination
(e £9) b od Derek Chauvin (44 years old)...
5) pel Ao gl jeal Letie dyine cillaal 85 At certain moments when Floyd insisted that Assimilation
(o i g gl o byl ~la 43 glian they were going to kill him, police officer Derek
O S ) llaty ) puall (e i <! Chauvin shouted, “Stop talking, stop screaming,
Scnasill sy it takes a lot of oxygen to talk.”
) e Bad il 4 pale Ma LL:U%U& <a a5 Demonstrations against police racism took place Association
A ¥ el (e S in a large number of American cities. . .
abstraction, identification, indetermination,
Exclusion determination, assimilation, and association. We
26.3%

Inclusion
73.7%

provided examples for each technique.

Indifference
8.8%

Identification
8.8%

Association
2.9%

Assimilation
14.7%

Determination
29%

Differentiation
14.7%

Abstraction
29%

Objectivation
8.8%

Fig. 7 The Police Officers’ Representation in Aljazeera

Table 6 presents nine methods Aljazeeraused to
display the police officers inclusively and diversely:
differentiation, indifference, objectivation,

Indetermination
35.3%

Fig. 8 Percentage of the police’s inclusivity in Aljazeera
discourses
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Aljazeera presented police officers inclusively
using various approaches, as shown in Figure 8. The
most commonly used method was indetermination
(35.3%), followed by differentiation and
assimilation (14.7%), objectivation, identification,
and indifference (8.8%), and abstraction,
determination, and association (2.9%).

Trump’s representation on CNN

There were only two pieces of datarepresenting
Donald Trump among the 5 CNN articles. Neither
of them used the exclusion process. Table 7
indicates that CNN displayed President Trump
using only two approaches: individualization and
differentiation. The data in the table included two
similar sentences with slight variations, as CNN
used the same sentence in two articles.

CNN utilized only two methods, resulting in
50% of individualization and differentiation usage,
as seen in Figure 9.

Differentiation
50%

Individualization
50%

Fig. 9 Trump’s Inclusivity in CNN discourses

Trump’s representation on Aljazeera

Of the five Aljazeera articles, 14 data points
represented Donald Trump. None of the data
used the exclusion process. Table 8 demonstrates
that Aljazeera used five methods to showcase
Trump: differentiation, indifference, objectivation,
individualization, and association. We provided an
example of each technique in the table.

Indifference
6.3%

Association
6.3%

Objectivation
18.8%
Differentiation
50%

Individualization
18.8%

Fig. 10 Trump’s inclusivity in Aljazeera discourses

Figure 10 shows that Aljazeera displayed
Trump 50% of the time using the differentiation
method. Individualization and objectivation were
the second most used methods, each accounting for
18.8%. Additionally, Aljazeera used associations
and indifference 6.3% of the time.

IV. DISCUSSION
Token comparison of the two media

Figure 2 shows that Aljazeera’s articles used
almost double the number of words and unique
words compared to CNN. Aljazeera provided
more detailed information with 10-28 paragraphs,
while CNN presented news concisely with 5-9
paragraphs. The difference in presentation was
due to the country of origin and language used:
CNN is a US-based news source that primarily
uses English (Bawazier & Nurhajati, 2018), while
Aljazeera is based in Qatar and uses Arabic (Rashid
& Naseer, 2019). As a result, Aljazeera had a more
detailed approach, while CNN was more direct.
These differences were likely due to cultural and
linguistic variations, as Western countries prefer
direct communication, while Eastern countries use
indirect expressions and non-verbal cues (Hall &
Hall, 1990). These distinctions influenced how
both media presented social actors.

Table 7. Van Leeuwen’s CDA Results on Trump’s Inclusivity in CNN News

Social Actor
Data News Translation Representation
Inclusion
caal i alli g S5 50 i N Bl 5 & At a time when US President Donald Trump o
@) sle il 00035 Gy <33l (8 ad s Vs sparked widespread controversy in the country Individualization
gl do by 18w axe Jis (fall because of his threat to call in the army if the
£ )V sl A states did not control the situation in the streets. Differentiation
G 38 el 5 a3 S5 5aY) sl (85 US President Donald Trump had sparked Individualization
3) slediul o365 o M) 8 Gl s Yas  widespread controversy in the country, due to
padl Ao by 13l axe Jis (Sl his threat to call in the army if the states did not
£ s34 control the situation in the streets. Differentiation
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Table 8. Van Leeuwen’s CDA Results Related to Trump’s Inclusivity in Aljazeera News

Data News

Translation

Social Actor
Representation

Inclusion

Ol ecma i Al g (S a1 Gl Cp
e g sand dia b il Clalaia¥) go agkalad
o) aal) Jaluall A1 el gl o jlaal g ey 5l Jida

@

...condemning US President Donald Trump
regarding his handling of the protests that have been
ongoing for a week over the killing of Floyd, and
his issuing orders to federal officers to use tear gas

oanY) ) A Gaaiadl 5y il Jaladll

and rubber bullets to disperse protesters in front of

Gl B i e Ll ) aall elld die e iy
e ¥ ae Jalaill & dades slal 5 g ol 5 ) 5

“

the White House.

Trump has since appeared satisfied with deploying
National Guard forces, an option recommended by
the Department of Defense and a traditional tool in

Differentiation

Indifference

agall

Jﬂgﬁ\g{aw\t},uy\g)w&wj
iy danalall Aihaie b gaia GVT )

“

The agency quoted the unnamed official as saying
that Trump told his advisors last week that he
wanted to deploy 10,000 soldiers in the Washington,

dealing with domestic crises.

Objectivation

Calia Jide ciie Canlyi) ‘;ﬂ\ Cilalaial cad gl
ool el el 3 )
i 4] e allign S5 a1 (5l J

L3l a3 i el shaall J$ a5 Al el

(M

US President Donald Trump said that he feels
completely safe and has followed “all the steps” that

DC, area to stop the protests that broke out
following the killing of the black-skinned Floyd...

Individualization

have been taken.

Al (Sl Gall 7 5l G i alaniad,
(Wle T8) 3l 8la g aey AlI0 48 jo B

“

... Trump’s willingness to plunge the US military
into an internal racial relations crisis after the death

Association

A o Sy Dakally )yl L8 e
G Y Ll e 5 OF a0 Gl siliie Aine
Ay peainll 43 Jliall Clalaia Y] (po dn go yad
.?de\ d_,; 6)3\ Oy 3aatall C_ILN_}S\ ;1;:‘_1

of Floyd (46 years old) after a policeman pressed

his knee on his neck in the city of Minneapolis on
May 25, which sparked a wave of counter-protests
of racism across the United States and other cities

around the world.

George Floyd’s representation on CNN

CNN did not exclude Floyd as a social actor
in this case. Table 1 indicates that CNN portrayed
Floyd inclusively in five ways: indifference,
objectivation, categorization, nomination, and
association.

According to Figure 3, CNN mainly used
the categorization method (40%) to display
Floyd, highlighting his race and physical features
and then linking them to the unjust behavior he
received from the police officers. CNN also used
the association method (6,7%) to connect this case
to a larger social group that has long suffered in
the US due to their cultural categories, specifically
the black community. When explaining the results
of Floyd’s autopsy, CNN frequently used the
indifference method (26,7%) to portray Floyd as
an independent social actor without comparing
him to others. CNN also employed objectivation
in 20% of the cases to provide detailed accounts
of the events Floyd experienced, such as the exact
time the police received a report about his abuse,
the number of times he said, “I can’t breathe”
while being suffocated, and the precise time of his

funeral. Additionally, CNN used the nomination
method (6,7%) to connect this case to Floyd’s
specific attitudes.

In conclusion, CNN portrayed Floyd
inclusively without necessarily favoring him. Their
coverage of Floyd focused on the discrimination
and racism he faced as an African American rather
than on those who discriminated against him. In
addition, the media coverage lacked depth, and some
sentences were repeated across different articles. It
is possible that CNN, being owned by Time Warner
Inc., which promotes capitalist ideology (Tokos,
2023), capitalized on the widespread interest in the
topic of racism to increase ratings and revenue.

George Floyd’s representation on Aljazeera

None of the 16 existing data representing
Floyd in Aljazeera used the exclusion process.
Table 2 shows that Aljazeera presented Floyd
with seven inclusive methods: categorization,
objectivation, indifference, differentiation,
association, assimilation, and determination.

Based on Figure 4, Aljazeera primarily used
categorization in 41,2% of cases. This media
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frequently mentioned two cultural categories when
referring to Floyd: his African-American race and
his physical characteristics as black. Like CNN,
Aljazeera emphasized that these two cultural
aspects played a role in Floyd’s unfair treatment
at the hands of the police officers. Aljazeera linked
this murder case to the long-standing issue of
racism and inequality that has affected the black
community in the US by using the association
(11.8%) and assimilation (5.9%) methods.
Aljazeera utilized objectivation (11,8%) to provide
detailed information about the events surrounding
George Floyd, e.g., how he uttered “I can’t breathe”
more than 20 times. Additionally, Aljazeera
utilized differentiation (11,8%) to contrast Floyd’s
helplessness due to his fear of enclosed spaces
and poor physical condition and the officers’s
indifference to those fears. This indirect display
of Floyd positively highlighted his vulnerability
and emphasized the injustice he faced. At times,
Aljazeera portrayed Floyd as an independent social
actor without associating him with others using the
indifference (11,8%) method. Aljazeera also used
the determination process (5,9%) by explicitly
mentioning Floyd’s personal information, such as
his full name and age.

Aljazeera presented a more comprehensive
portrayal of Floyd than CNN did. However, both
media employed the same approach of linking this
case to Floyd’s cultural and physical characteristics.
Furthermore, Aljazeera provided a more detailed
account of the events leading up to Floyd’s death,
contrasting his vulnerabilities with the brutal
behavior of the police and linking his murder with
the racist mistreatments frequently experienced
by the black community. These tactics indirectly
depicted Floyd as a helpless victim subjected to
injustice due to his skin color. Aljazeera delivered
the news in a straightforward and detailed manner.
Their inclusive reporting strategy had the potential
to garner public sympathy towards Floyd and
indirectly encourage support for him.

In contrast to CNN, Aljazeera exhibited a bias
in favor of Floyd. This media portrayed Floyd as
a victim of injustice due to his skin color through
a detailed depiction of him. Aljazeera’s news is
characterized by a straightforward, extensive, and
comprehensive approach, with inclusive reporting
strategies that have the potential to generate public
sympathy for Floyd and indirectly encourage
support for him.

The Police’s representation on CNN

Figure 5 shows that 22.2% of the 18 data
points representing the police on CNN excluded
the perpetrators. This exclusion suggested that
CNN downplayed the role of police officers as
social actors in their discussions and instead shifted
the focus to the victim by hiding the identity of the
perpetrators.

As seen in Table 3, CNN hid the perpetrators
using nominalization. By removing the subject
from the sentence, the police officers received
less attention, and the focus shifted to Floyd.
CNN applied this strategy to protect the personal
information of Floyd’s killers and obscure their
identities. It indicates that CNN has a bias toward
the four police officers.

Table 4 displays the nine methods CNN used to
present police officers inclusively: indetermination,
assimilation, association, differentiation,
determination, individualization, identification,
abstraction, and objectivation. Based on Figure 5,
inclusion was the primary method used (77.8%),
but the media did not provide detailed information
on the identity of the perpetrators.

As shown in Figure 6, CNN most frequently
employed indetermination (20%) to represent the
police officers, obscuring their identities. Derek
Chauvin’s name was seldom mentioned, while the
other three were not mentioned at all. CNN also
used assimilation (15%) to refer to the four actors
as “police officers,” highlighting the irony of their
role that individuals who were supposed to maintain
peace and protect citizens were responsible for their
deaths. Individualization (10%) was also employed
to emphasize the Minneapolis Police Department’s
involvement in the incident.

Moreover, CNN linked this case to the
difficulty of lawfully punishing police officers in
the USA using the association method (15%). In
15% of the cases, CNN differentiated between
the attitudes of the perpetrators and the victim,
highlighting how Chauvin continued to press on
Floyd’s neck even after Floyd pleaded, “I can’t
breathe.” The media also utilized determination
(15%) by mentioning Chauvin’s name and age.
However, he is the only one of the four perpetrators
whose name was even mentioned in the 18 data.
Using identification (5%), CNN linked Chauvin
with his behavior when he knelt on Floyd’s neck
for several minutes. The article provided more
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information using the techniques of abstraction
(5%) and objectivation (5%), where abstraction
refers to general information, and objectivation
offers specific details.

Based on the above, it can be inferred that
CNN reported on the Minneapolis police officers
inclusively. However, the news channel did
not focus on the individual perpetrators but on
their profession as Minneapolis police officers,
highlighting how their actions went against their
duty. CNN shed light on how difficult it is for
a police officer in the US to be judged fairly.
The media highlighted the contrast between the
officers’ ruthless behavior and Floyd’s vulnerable
state, mentioned the police’s overall conduct, and
detailed the events. Although CNN highlighted the
involvement of the Minneapolis police in this case,
the media still appeared to be shielding the identities
of the perpetrators. As seen in Table 4, CNN only
discussed the news in general with non-judgmental
language. Considering its tactics and slogan,
“News We Can Trust” (Rani & Natakoesoemah,
2022), where the ‘we’ represents the US, it can be
concluded that CNN aligns with the four police
officers who worked in the Minneapolis Police
Department.

The Police’s representation on Aljazeera

According to Figure 7, Aljazeera included
the perpetrators 73.7% of the time and excluded
them from the remaining 26.3% of data points. The
exclusion percentage was slightly higher than that
of CNN.

Table 5 shows that Aljazeera used only one
exclusion technique, nominalization, to represent
the police officers. This technique converted a
verb into a noun that functioned as an action, thus
shifting the reader’s focus away from individuals
who committed the crime towards the tragic event
and cultural factors that led to it. It may suggest
Aljazeera’s bias towards the police.

Aljazeera adopted various approaches
to present the police officers inclusively, as
evidenced by Figure 8. These methods include
indetermination, assimilation, differentiation,
1dentification, objectivation, indifference,
association, determination, and abstraction. These
methods are similar to CNN’s, but Aljazeera uses
indifference instead of individualization.

Figure 8 showed that Aljazeera used
indetermination in 35.3% of cases when discussing

Floyd’skiller cops, omitting the names of the officers
and referring to them only by their profession. With
this method, Aljazeera hid the identity of the four
social actors from the discourses and underlined
their profession as police officers and that they
acted against their duty of protecting civilians.
When names were mentioned, assimilation was
used in 14.7% of cases to highlight their profession
as police officers. Aljazeera portrayed a negative
image of the police officers involved in the George
Floyd case using differentiation (14.7%). They
highlighted the contrast between Floyd’s plea of “I
can’t breathe” and Chauvin’s response of “Relax”
and “You’re doing good.” This method was done
to fuel public anger and hatred towards the police
and potentially influence opinions in favor of
Floyd. Aljazeera highlighted the negative behavior
of police in this case using identification (8.8%)
and connected the perpetrators’ crimes with the
racism often committed by police in the US using
association (2.9%). However, in some sentences,
Aljazeeraalso presented the police with indifference
(8,8%), 1.e., presenting them independently without
linking them to other social actors. In rare cases,
Aljazeera overtly mentioned Derek Chauvin’s
name through determination (2,9%) and provided
less detail using abstraction (2,9%).

Itwasnoted that Aljazeeraand CNN had similar
inclusion-exclusion rates. However, Aljazeera had
a critical and negative tone while discussing the
police, which could create an impression of putting
them in challenging situations. Based on Aljazeera’s
strategies and anti-American stance (Jati, 2021), it
was concluded that the news outlet did not support
the four Minneapolis police officers.

Trump’s representation on CNN

Only two datasets among CNN articles
included information about former US President
Donald Trump. CNN did not use an exclusion
process in either of these datasets, which resulted
in Trump being presented inclusively.

Table 7 indicates that CNN displayed Trump
utilizing individualization and differentiation
methods. The data in the table includes two similar
sentences with slight variations, as CNN has
used the same sentence in two articles. Through
individualization, CNN highlighted Trump’s
position as the President of the USA regarding his
response to the protests following Floyd’s murder.
As a national leader, the President should have
acted in the nation’s interest and listened to the
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civilians’ complaints. Trump’s threatening attitude
towards American protestors did not demonstrate
exemplary leadership, which caused controversy
across America. CNN used differentiation to
contrast the protesters fighting for justice for Floyd
with Trump’s threats to deploy troops to disperse
them by force. This use of differentiation portrayed
Trump negatively. These methods can potentially
increase public anger towards Floyd and fuel
the passion of the protesters fighting against the
injustices.

Based on the analysis of five articles, it can be
concluded that CNN portrayed Trump inclusively.
CNN emphasized Trump’s social status as the
President of the USA and indirectly criticized him
by highlighting the differences in attitude between
him and other social actors. Despite being based in
the US, CNN’s liberal ideology led to disagreement
with Trump, indicating that the network did not
support him.

Trump’s Representation on Aljazeera

In their five articles, Aljazeera featured 14
data points about former US President Donald
Trump. None of these data points excluded Trump
as a social actor in their discussions, indicating that
Aljazeera did not conceal Trump in their discourses.

Table 8 indicates that Aljazeera frequently
portrayed Trump in various ways compared
to CNN. The media used differentiation,
individualization, objectivation, association, and
indifference. Figure 10 shows that differentiation
was the most used method, accounting for 50% of
their methods. Aljazeera highlighted the contrast
between the demonstrators seeking justice for
Floyd and Trump’s insensitive response to the
demonstrations. Using differentiation, Aljazeera
emphasized Trump’s attitude and how he garnered
criticism from civilians, officials, and even the
United States Minister of Defense. Aljazeera also
used individualization (18.8%) to refer to Trump
as the head of the USA, emphasizing his position
and the expectation that a good leader listens to
the voices of the people demanding justice. The
media used objectivation (18.8%) to provide
transparent information about Trump’s attitude
towards the protests, highlighting the number of
troops he deployed to disperse and bring order

to the protesters. In 6.3% of the cases, Aljazeera
associated Trump’s behavior with the long-standing
racial crisis in the USA. However, this media also
presented Trump indifferently (6.3%) without
linking him to other social actors.

In conclusion, Aljazeera portrayed Trump
negatively for his unsympathetic response towards
the Floyd protesters. The news portal contrasted
Trump’s behavior with the demonstrators
struggling to voice their concerns and presented
detailed information about Trump’s behavior in the
Floyd murder controversy. Based on these facts,
Aljazeera did not side with Trump.

V. CONCLUSION

This research discovered that CNN and
Aljazeera provided inclusive coverage of George
Floyd, only partially included the police officers
involved in the incident, and inclusively presented
Trump. However, the two news outlets used
different methods in their social actor inclusions.
CNN employed methods that inclusively portrayed
Floyd without favoring him. At the same time,
Aljazeera had more detailed and nuanced strategies
that positioned Floyd as a victim of injustice due
to his skin color, which could generate public
sympathy and support for Floyd. CNN’s reporting
on the police officers involved in George Floyd’s
death appeared neutral and non-judgmental, while
Aljazeera took a critical and negative stance. This
difference in tone could lead to different impressions
about the police’s actions. Both media portrayed
Trump inclusively and emphasized his social
status as the president of the USA. They indirectly
criticized him by highlighting the differences in
attitude between him and other social actors.

Therefore, CNN aligned with the four
Minneapolis police officers, while Aljazeera
showed more support towards George Floyd. None
of the news media sided with Trump. This study is
limited to only ten articles from two news portals
with different ideologies. It is important to note
that racism incidents and crimes are not limited to
this case, and we recommend that future research
utilize this study as a supportive tool for analyzing
racism crimes in a much broader scope with more
extensive data.
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